
 

About URI 

Since 1999 the Urban Research Institute (URI) has been delivering big results for development projects and programmers carried out 

throughout Albania. Our core business focuses on community development, local government strengthening, environmental protection, 

decentralization, and public services. We conduct studies, lobby the government, train local government units, increase public access to 

information, and connect development partners. URI has worked with donors such as USAID, Swiss Cooperation, the Netherlands Embassy, 

UNDP, World Bank, EU, SIDA, Open Society/Soros Foundation, etc.  

 

MAIN FACTS  

                        PROJECT FACT SHEET 

        Urban Research Institute 
 

  

Strengthening of women participation in public and political life 

 

 
Context 

The study (put a link with studies) provided 
information on the concrete social factors 
which create obstacles for women to take 
part in the public life of the region and 
provided recommendations for abolishing 
the obstacles for women’s self-realization 
and to approve the real quality of women 
and men. One hundred interviews were 
conducted from September-October 2004 
with representatives of women from public 
administration, public sector, 
businesswomen, students, unemployed 
women and women involved in politics. 
Questions asked during the interviews 
focused on their participation in public and 
political life and the presence of women’s 
discrimination in Albanian society.  

 
Stages of the project 
 The preparation stage consisted of an 

analysis of the level of representation of 
women in local government,  

 A study of the Albanian and 
international experience in gender 
democracy and conscious-forming at 
the societal level, and  

 Meetings with local authorities, local 
elected officials and leaders of NGOs 
about the necessity and step by step 
plan of gender research to be 
conducted.  

 

  

Copies of this publication are 
available at the URI Tirana office 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PARTNERS: 

 The German Marshall Fund 

of the United States 

 

DURATION: 

August 2004 – April 2005 

 

  

BENEFICIARIES: 

 Women 

 

CONTACT: 

Zana Vokopola 
Director 
 
Urban Research Institute 
 
Rr. Asim Vokshi, Nd.14 
Hyrja 11, Ap. 56 
Tirana, Albania 
Tel: +355 4 2256840 
E-mail: uri@uri.org.al 
Web: www.uri.org. 
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