
 

About URI 

Since 1999 the Urban Research Institute (URI) has been delivering big results for development projects and programmers carried out 

throughout Albania. Our core business focuses on community development, local government strengthening, environmental protection, 

decentralization, and public services. We conduct studies, lobby the government, train local government units, increase public access to 

information, and connect development partners. URI has worked with donors such as USAID, Swiss Cooperation, the Netherlands Embassy, 

UNDP, World Bank, EU, SIDA, Open Society/Soros Foundation, etc.  
 

 European Commission  
 

DURATION:  

September 2009 – September 
2010  

 
BENEFICIARIES: 

 INSTAT 
 Regional offices 

 
CONTACT: 
Zana Vokopola 
Director 
 

Urban Research Institute 
Rr. Asim Vokshi, Nd.14 
Hyrja 11, Ap. 56 

Tirana, Albania 
Tel: +355 4 2256840 
E-mail: uri@uri.org.al 
Web: www.uri.org. 
 

MAIN FACTS 

                    PROJECT FACT SHEET 

        Urban Research Institute 

Technical Assistance to the National Statistics Office 

(INSTAT) and its regional offices 

 

Context 
The context of this project is related to the 
fact that INSTAT is entering into an important 
and delicate phase of its institutional duties, 
with direct consequences on the credibility 
and EU compliance of the Albanian National 
Statistical system. The planned organization 
of the population and housing census in 2011, 
the agriculture census and the economic non-
agriculture enterprises census, are going to be 
very important activities, having direct impact 
not only on INSTAT itself, but on the 
developing national statistical system and on 
the country as a whole. For the country as a 
whole, implementing a census allows the 
country to provide to its government and to 
international organizations a correct picture 
of itself, including a wealth of quality data for 
evidence based decision-making and for 
international comparison. 

 

The main activities: 
 Reinforcement of the regional network 

of INSTAT offices: Assisting INSTAT with 
the reinforcement of Regional Offices to 
support the decentralization of some 
target statistical activities, by improving 
capacities and skills in the INSTAT 
regional offices and putting in place a ICT 
system monitored centrally from INSTAT 
HQ and in line with European standards 
and best practices in use in other 
European countries. 

 Improved capacity of INSTAT to carry out 
forthcoming censuses (agriculture and  

 
population): This aims at supporting 
INSTAT to set up adequate management 
structure at INSTAT, planning activities, 
and to develop specific competencies 
and skills for the preparation of the 
agriculture census and population and 
housing census in Albania 

  De-concentration of a core of statistical 
data collection and survey 
responsibilities 

 

Benefits  
 Allowing the country to provide to its 

government and to international 
organizations a correct picture of itself, 
including a wealth of quality data for 
evidence based decision-making and for 
international comparison.  

 Increasing the sustainable capacities, in 
terms of data collection and processing, 
and – especially – analysis  

 Enabling INSTAT to produce 
sustainable and reliable regional data 
on the basis of NUTS regulations and 
international standards. 
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